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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


MEASURES AGAINST RIVER BLINDNESS--Measures against river blindness in W st Africa 
need to be extended to avoid reinfestation by the carrier of the disease, which has 
been successfully driven back in some areas, Niger's Health Minister, Mr Amadou 
Seyni Maiga said in Miamey. He was opening a meeting of national committers allied 
in a campaign against onchocerciasis, a fly-born affliction propagated by minute 
worms commonly known as river-blindness. In the Volta River Basin more than one 
million people are estimated to be infected, with some 100,000 blind as a result, 
and miny more suffering from serious eye problems. M. Maiga reported that in 80 
per cent of the initial area earmarked for eradication of the vector, results had 
met the standards set to enable the fertile valleys abandoned by cultivators to be 
resettled and worked again. Thus in Upper Volta there was hardly a village where 
river blindness remained endemic, and in Niger the cycle of transmission of tie 
disease had been broken and it was on the retreat. But the programme had to be 
extended into Benin and Togo ana in the Senegal River Basin to avoid reinvasion, 
which had happened before 1975, M. Maiga warned. Countries, involved are Benin, 
Ghana, Ivory Coast, Mali, Niger, Togo, Upper Volta. [Text] [London WEST AFRICA in 
English No 3335, 29 Jun 81 p 1506) 
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CUBA 


BRIEFS 


DENGUE FEVER REPORTED--According to a report released by the World Health Organ- 
ization, an acute, infectious dengue fever is now prevailing in Cuba, announced 
the National Health Administration yesterday. The WHO said more than 80,000 
cases had been found the end of June, mostly in the province of Havana. Twenty 
six children and five adults were reported dead. Same cases were also found 

in Dominica, according to the report. The NHA said the WHO has urged neighbor- 
ing countries to step up control of mosquitoes. The NHA warned those who planned 
to go to the above areas in the near future to take precautions of this disease. 
[Text] [Taipei CHINA POST in English 4 Jul 81 p 12] 


ANTI-MOSQUITO INSPECTIONS--As part of the national campaign against the aedes 
aegypti mosquito that transmits dengue, it has been reported that a process of 
self-inspeccion at all work centers will take place throughout the country until 
31 July. The trade union sections will be in charge of the task. The aim is to 
discover any possible breeding places that still remains, check on the progress of 
fumigation and sanitation work, clean up storage areas and see that water deposits 


meet requirements. ([FL211627 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1000 GMT 21 Jul 
81 | 
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DENMARK 


NEW PENICILLIN-RESISTANT FORM OF GONORRHEA ARRIVES 
Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in Danish 18 Jul 81 p 5 
[Article by Jens J. Kjaersgaard: "Supergonorrhea Spreads to Denmark"™] 


[Text] "During the first half of 1981, we have found more cases of the new, tough 
form of gonorrhea than we did in all of 1980," Superintendent Inga Lind of the 
Statens Seriuminstitut, has told the BERLINGSKE TIDENDE. 


"We expect the number of cases to double before the end of the year,” Lind said. 
"There were 59 cases in all last year. Up until 1 July of this year we had dis- 
covered 62 of them. Most of them are imported from the Far East and western Af- 
rica." 


"The new form of gonorrhea is insensitive to penicillin. The bacteria secrete an 
enzyme which breaks down that ordinarily-effective drug. It is for that reason 
that the doctors speak of the tough gonorrhea. But the disease can actually be 
treated effectively with other, and more expensive, types of antibiotics which are 
administered by injection, and that, in itself, provides assurance that the treat- 
ment will be carried out according to instructions,” Superintendent Lind says. 


Ordinarily, gonorrhea patients are sent home with a bottle of tablets, and there 
is no guarantee that they will take them, or share them with people of their ac- 
quaintance. 


“We must prepare for the day--and it is certainly not far away--when the tough gon- 
orrhea cannot be kept out any longer and one will run the danger of being infected 
in Denmark or Greenland,” Dr. Gunnar Aagacrd Olsen writes in an informational per- 
iodical published by the Committee for Health Information, under the title, "More 
mn Venerea) Disease 16." 


"In the Far East, they can only treat something over half of all gonorrhea cases 
with penicillin, and the situation there can scarcely be improved appreciably. In 
the Los Angeles area of the United States, on the other hand, they have gotten 
good results for a period of a few months by treating all gonorrhea cases as if 
they were cases of tough gonorrhea. It was a bit difficult, but it paid off. That 
may well be the solution we are in need of in Denmark,” Dr. Olsen said. The usual 
penicillin treatment which is given at present is 150 times as powerful as the one 








which could knock out a gonorrhea infection 40 years ago. The gonococci are becom- 
ing insensitive to that drug to an increasing extent. 


In 1980, there was again a marked increase in the number of cases of gonorrhea. 
The venereal disease hit 10,796 Danes, as compared with 9.618 in the previvus year. 


Assistant Professor Mogens Kilian, a doctor of odontology at the Aarhus dental col- 
lege, is working om a research project which, among other things, is concerned with 
the possibility of giving preventive vaccinations against gonorrhea. Ina few 
years, we will perhaps have injections which are specifically intended to interfere 
with the gonococci’s ability to destroy our micous membranes’ system of defense! 


9266 
CSO: 5400/2161 








GHANA 


BRIEFS 


"STRANGE" BLINDNESS-CAUSING DISEASE--A strange disease, which is making people 
blind, is said to have broken out at Bomaa in Brong-Ahafo. An urgent appeal! 
has therefore been made to the minister of health as matter of urgency to send 
a medical team to the area to investigate the causes of the disease. Speaking 
to newsmen at parliament house, the MP for Tano, Mr Badu, said the victims, 
especially the old (?ones), lost their sight almost instantly. He expressed 
fears that any delay on the part of the minister would be disastrous. [Text] 
{[AB250755 Accra Domestic Service in English 0600 GMT 25 Jul 31] 
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GUINEA-BISSAU 


BRIEFS 


POLIO DETECTED, VACCINATIONS CIVEN--Som isolated cases of infantile paralysis 
have been detected by the bealth services in the regions of Biombo, Gabu and 
Safata, according to inforsgstion provided by Dr Venancio Purtado, director general 
of public bealth of the Ministry of Gealth and Social Affairs. The first cases 
were registered at the end of May at «a health center in Cumura. Preventive 
medicine specialists and an epidemiologist traveled there. They confirmed these 
cases and adopted preventive seasures; the four children involved were 
hospitelized and treated. “The polio virus gust be active,” Dr Furtado noted, 
because « ocumber of additional cases were also detected in the eastern part of the 
country. “However, the situation is sot alansiag, because we were able to act at 
the right time, despite all the limitations.” the public health director stated. 
When the first cases were detected, hospitals had only a reduced reserve of 500 
polio vacciae doses. Six thousand sore doses were immediately ordered from Dakar 
and “\stributed in the three regions affected. Meanwhile, 140,000 doses had been 
ordered through coe UNICEF representative in Senegal, to cover the seeds of the 
annual =ass vecination campaign. This order had not Seen filled as yet, and was 
transmitted urgently once again. Public health services are expanding preventive 
mweasurcs throughout the country, hoped that internatioual organisms would promptly 
respond to an urgent appeal. The vaccination campaign is intended for children up 
to 3 yeare of age, given the fact that older children are generally protected 
through their own immunity, according to studies made since 1977. [Text] [Bissau 
NO PINTCHA in Portuguese 20 Jun 81 p 3] 
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INDONESIA 


BRIEFS 


CHOLERA DEATHS IN WEST JAVA--Jakarta, Indonesia, July 6 (AP)--Twelve persons have 
died and 312 others have beer, affected by cholera in the West Java district of 
Cilegon, about 100 kiiometers. West of here, a health official said Monday. He 
said the disease has been spreading in the district for about a week. People in 
the surrounding areas have been warned to clean their environment and avoid drink- 


ing unboiled water, the spokesman said. [Text] [Taipei CHINA POST in English 
7 Jul 81 p 2] 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


WEST BANK CHOLERA CASE--Another case of cholera has been diagnosed in Bayt Jalah: 

a 2-year-old girl, a relative of the patient diagnosed the day before yesterday. 
This has been reported by the Ministry of Health. The girl has been hospitalized 
in Bayt Jalah. The health authorities are considering a closure of the Jordan 
bridges. [Text] [TA200642 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 0600 GMT 20 Jul 81] 


FIFTH CHOLERA CASE--Another case of cholera has been reported on the West Bank. 

The 50-year-old man has been hospitalized in a Bayt Jalah hospital. He returned 

a few days ago from Jordan, where several hundred cases of the disease have been 
reported. The spokesman from the Health Ministry says the latest case is the fifth 
since the outbreak began. [Text] [TA181914 Jerusalem Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 18 Jul 81] 


CHOLERA CASE IN WEST EANK--Another cholera case has been discovered in Judaea and 
Samaria, the seventh since the epidemic began in Jordan. The patient is a woman 
aged about 45 from the Tulkarm area and she has been hospitalized in Tulkarm. Her 
condition is described as stable. Our correspondent reports that visitors from 
Jordan visited her home a few days ago and it is suspected that they brought the 
illness. [Text] [TA280801 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 0500 GMT 28 Jul 81] 
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JOR deal 


BRIEFS 


CHOLERA EPIDEMIC--Amman, July 11--A further 94 cases of cholera have been reported 
in Jordan duriig the past 24 hours, bringing to 81 the number of cases since the 
epidemic began just over one week ago, officials said here today, reports AFP. 

A health ministry official here said compulsory vaccination was not being introduced 
because it was effective only 20 percent of cases, and those vaccinated might take 
unnecessary risks. [Text] [Kathmandu THE RISING NEPAL in English 12 Jul 81 p 7] 


CHOLERA SPREADS IN AMMAN--Amman, Jordan (AP)--A week-old outbreak of cholera 
escalated toward an epidemic Sunday with the discovery of 72 new cases of the 
ciseases, some of them in the capital of Amman. The Health Ministry said in 
a statement with the new cases to the total number of reported cholera cases 
has passed the 300 mark, including the four persons who died and 104 who were 
treated and released by hospitals. The Jordanian cabinet held an emergency 
meeting to review precautionary measures taken to prevent the spread of the 
disease. [Text] [Taipei CHINA POST in English 14 Jul 81 p 5] 
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POLIO VICTIMS IN COUNTRY SAID TO NUMBER 50,000 


Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 10 Jul 81 p 5 


[ 


CSO: 


Text] 


ABOUT 50,000 are 
affected y polio in 
MalawWi, and it should be the 
aim of ail ‘elap eral or- 
ganisations to eradicate 
the crippling disease, the 
President of the Red 
Cross Society, Mr. Enrique 
De La Mata said yesterday. 

In an interview with news- 
men before departure, Mr. De 
La Mata who is also Vice Pres- 
ident of the International Red 
Cross Soci assured the 
Malav*i Red Cross Society of 
continued support in its en- 
deavours to combat polio. 

He said that during his visit 
“*we considered some com- 
mon questions regarding our 
bilateral ion’’ and 
the international movement in 
general. 


5400/5242 


of support. 

*‘A combined effort by the 
Health Ministry and other 
humanitarian isations like 
the Ked Cross and MAP should 
help in ing an end to dus 


Manuel Fiol, Director of Interna- 
tional Affairs of the Spanish Red 
Cross. 


MALAWI 


PROJECTS 


Mr. De La Mata said he came 
to MalawWi because it is one of the 
a, a 2 Se 
rica for investment 
because “it has peace and stabil. 
ity’ which were essential for any 
successful venture. 

While in the country, the 
two-man delegation also studied 
the possibilities of establishing a 
Red Cross association between 
Me Span cs sce 

i Cross 
has affiliations with many Afri- 
can countries and in April, the 
MalaWi Red Cross Society 
signed an agreement with = 
society to provide 
vase Against Polio (MAP) 
— with physiotherapic 


SHARE PROBLEMS 
He said that as Vice Presiden 
of the International Red Cross 
Society, such visits were impor- 
tant because ‘‘they enable me to 
receive and share problems for 
— to the international 








MALAWI 


BRIEFS 


DECREASE IN MEASLES--Mana, Karonga--About 50 medical personnel drawn from all 
over Karonga District attended a two-day Mether and Child Health Seminar (MCH) 
at Baka agriculture training centre. On the functions of MCH, the [District] 
Medical Officer said that hewas pleased to report that measles cases in the 
district had dropped which meant that the people realised the need for having 
their children immunised. [Excerpts] [Blantyre MALAWI NEWS in English 3 May 81 


p 6) 


SPANISH AID FOR POLIO--Blantyre, Monday-~-The Vice President of the Spanish Red 
Cross, Baron Carlos de Montoliu, informed members of the MAP Executive Comnit- 
tee during his recent visit to Malawi that his organisation had agreed to extend 
7,000 dollars in aid to Malawi Against Polio (MAP), through the Malawi Red Cross 
Society. He said this when addressing representatives of MAP at a meeting held 
recently at the Queen Elizabeth Central Hospital, Blantyre. He stated that the 
aid would be in the form of wheelchairs, walking aids, medical supplies and 
materials for use in the local manufacture of appliances, which would help in 
bringing relief to the disabled. He added that it was gratifying to se. a coun- 
try like Malawi taking the initiative in organising relief for she handicapped 
persons within its community. [Excerpt] [Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 

21 Apr 81 p 3] 


VACCINATORS COMPLETE COURSE--Salima, Thursday--Twenty-six vaccinators drawn 
from Nkhotakota and Salima have completed a week long polio vaccinators' course 
and will soon start a two-month vaccination exercise on Monday, July 13. The 
course held at Chitala Farr Institute in Chief Khombedza's are was organised by 
the Ministry of Health and conducted by its senior officials. The participants, 
13 from Nkhotakota and another 13 from Salima, were also taught what polio is, 
its cause and effects. A district health inspector here has meanwhile appealed 
to people to have their children vaccinated against the disease as soon as the 
team arrives in their areas. The campaign, which is for babies of up to two 
years of age, will start at Ngozi in Salima South and end with Khombedza in 
Salima North.--MANA [Text] tenteen DAILY TIMES in English 10 Jul 81 p 5] 


CSO: 5400/5242 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEFS 


MEASLES EPIDEMIC--Two hundred and sixty people have died in the measles epidemic 
in Beira town over the past 6 months. An antimeasles vaccination campaign will 

be launched from the Sofala provincial capital next Sunday in a move to fight the 
epidemic. All children between 6 months and 5 years will be vaccinated at centers 
already established in all wards of Beira. The Health director in Beira, who 
reported this, added that the incidents of death caused by measles is very high. 
She said that from January to June this year there had been over 150 deaths and 
over 100 people hospitalized. She also said that the vaccination campaign against 
measles has not been effective because it has only been applied to children 
between 9 months and 13 years. [Text] [EA250252 Maputo Domestic Service 

in Portuguese 1030 GMT 24 Jul 81 EA] 


CSO: 5400/5231 
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NICARAGUA 


DOCTOR ADVISES DENGUE QUARANTINE 


PA311520 Managua Radio Corporacion in Spanish 1200 GMT 30 Jul 81 





[News conference held by “well-known Managua doctor” (Ronald Sabonge); date and place not 
given-- recorded } 


[Excerpts] [Question] What danger is there [words indistinct! the arrival of dengue? 


[Answer] I believe that in order to prevent the disease, all persons arriving from Cuba, 
regardless of who they may be, should be isolated for several days. Any Cuban caquld arrive 
here, even Fidel Castro, who hai been bitten by a mosquito. Since Cuba has the mosquito 
and the disease, the mosquito can give Castro the disease. The mosquito bites him before 
he leaves for Nicaragua and the ¢c.sease has an incubation period. During this period he 
does not have any symptoms, and he may come here, where one of cvr mosquitos bit him--a 
healthy mosquito, let us say, that does not carry the virus. The mosquito takes the virus 
from Castro's blood and it canbite anyone in Nicaragua. Therefore, apart from any other 
measures, persons arriving from Cuba should be placed in quarantine for s-veral days. 


[Question] I« there any vaccination against dengue? 


[Answer] There are vaccin*s, so far as we know--some vaccines. One of these has been 
produced in the United States. It is effective, but it hasn't been used in any affected 


couptry. 


CSO: 5400/2101 
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GOVERNMENT ALLOCATES MONEY FOR MALARIA, SICKLE CELL CONTROL 
5400/5227 


Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 11 Ju} 81 p i5 


[Text] 
cso: 















NIGERIA 


BRIEFS 


CHICKEN POX--Thke life of inhabitants of Abakpa Nike particularly Ugbene area, is 
now in danger. This is as a result of chicken pox epidemic spread in the area. 
An investigation carried out showed that over 30 percent of the kids in the area 
has been subjected to this dilemma. An appeal has been made to the Health 

Management Board, to launch an immediate operation in the area to check further 
spread of the epidemic. Illiterate parents in the area treats this disease with 
ignorance. [Egbvonye] [Text] [Enugu DAILY STAR in English 16 Jul 81 p 3] 


KANO STATE CHOLERA OUTBREAK--An vwutbreak of cholera has been reported in Gumel 
local government area of Kano State. Our correspondent who visited the area last 
weekend reported that more than 20 persons were admitted in the Gumal General 
Hospital, out of which 5 have died. He said an average of two or three persons 
die of the disease daily. Efforts by our correspondent to meet the medical 
officer in charge of the hospital for further clarification were fruitless. 
However, reports from the area indicated that a campaign on cholera prevention has 
been launched by the health department of the Gumel local government. [Text] 
[ABO32030 Kaduna Domestic Service in English 1700 GMT 3 Aug 81] 


CSO: 5400/5241 
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PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


MEASLES FATALITY---Eight boys were reported to have died of measles in Mehrabpur 
and its vicinity during the last fortnight. The people of Mehrabpur have 
appealed to the Health Officer Nawabshah to send a medical team to combat the 
spread of the disease. [Text] [Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 7 Jul 81 p 3} 


GASTROENTERITIS CASES REPORTED--Thirty eight cases of gastro-enteritis were 
reported to three major hospitals of Karachi yesterday. The Abbasi Shaheed 
Hospital received 10 cases. Of these, five were admitted while the remaining 
were discharged after necessary medical treatment. Thirteen cases were reported 
to the JPGMC. Of these three were admitted. The patients belonged to the age- 
group of 6 months to ll years. Fifteen cases were reported to the Civil Hospi- 
tal. Of these five were admitted while the rest were discharged. [Text] 
[Karachi DAWN in English 15 Jul 81 p 10) 


CSO: 5400/4615 
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SINGAPORE 


BRIEFS 


CHOLERA CASES--Singapore, July 9 (AP)--Three persons suffering from cholera 
have been reported and investigations are continuing to trace the source of 


infection, Ministry of Environment said Thursday. [Text] [Taipei CHINA POST 
in English 10 Jul 81 p 1] 


CSO: 5400/4949 
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MINISTER ROPORTS RESULTS OF DISEASE PREVENTION MEASURES 


Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 15 Jul 81 p 3 


[Excerpt] 


THE Minister for Health, 
Ndugu Aaron Chiduo, 
reiterated in Parliament 
yesterday that eltor cholera 
could be summarily wiped out 
in the country-if hygenic con- 
ditions, including drinking 
pure boiled water and the use 
of latrines were , 
He told the House that the 
killer disease which had so far 
rounded all mainland regions, 
had claimed 2,153 lives out of 
24.782 infenctions between 
October 1977 and last May. 
Presenting his ministry's 
1981/82 estimates, Ndugu 
Chiduo appealed to the people 
to keep their surroundings 
clean, boil water before 
drinking and use clean 
latrines 
He told the House that 
more tuberculosis and leprocy 
cases were treated last year 
under the national 
programme launched four 
vears ago (o fight the diseases. 
He saia 10,191 new TB 
cases were attended last year 
compared to 8,022 the 
previous vear, while 4471 
leprocy victims were treated 
compared to 6,028 in 1979. _ 


He explained that his 


CSO: 5400/5032 


ministry would intensify the 
search for patients absconding 
treatment before they 
recovered. Doctors would be 
trained om more attractive 
curative methods, he added. 


On malaria, he said, the 
spraying of mosquito lavae 
would be improved while 
people would be encouraged 
to use Mosquito nets and anti- 
malaria doses. He said the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) was researching on 
anti-malaria vaccines. 

His ministry, he said would 
continue with research on 
local spray compounds. An 
experiment carried out in 
Lindi Region reduced malaria 
cases by 25 per cent during 
the first year of the project, he 

ained 

Minister said the cam. 
paign against bilharzia would 
be waged through mini- 
projects to be based on in- 
fected areas. At national 
level, he added, research was 
being carried out at @ centfe 
in Mwanza 

He said anti-bilharzia 
ay launched in Mbeya. 

ukwa and Kilimanjaro 
villages, involving mainly 
spraying of carrier snails. had 
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reduced the number of known 
cases considerably. 

The number of cases at 
Mkuiwe vitiage,. Mbeya 
Region, he said. decreased 
from 59 to 24.7 per cent of the 
population. Preparations for a 
similar project at Kanyese 
village in Rukwa Region had 
been finalised, he explained. 

He said measures had been 
taken to combat the disease at 
Kileo village in Kilimanjaro 
Region, where 47 per cent of 
the area's 3,000 residents was 
believed to suffer from bilhar- 


Zia. 

Ndugu Chiduo wld the 
House that more mothers 
were now conscious of 
the importance of clinic 
services. A total of 3,737,122 
expectant mothers were 
availed these serv‘ces, an in 
crease of 16 per cent over the 
previous year's attendance. 

He explained that the num. 
ber of children taken w clinics 
for vaccination increased by 
23.6 per cent to 8,799,397 last 
year 

This, he added, had helped 
to reduce tuberculosis, 
whooping-cough, polio and 
measies cases among children 
The number of victims had 
declined from 84,856 in 1978 
to 62.875 last year 
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SCHISTOSOMIASIS SAID TO BE IN REFUGEE CAMPS 


Measures Suggested 


Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 5 Jul 81 p 11 


{Article by Mechai Viravaidya] 
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mous geographic area, 
so that at present it 
is estima 


Schalie, 1974). 
CONTROL 


According to a pa- 
rasite survey among 
Laotian refugees at 
Ubol Rajathani refu- 
gee camp conducted 
by staff of the Pa- 
rasito Depart- 
ment, Faculty of Pu- 
blic Health, Mahidol 
University, a case of 
Schistosomiasis was 
reported (Temcharoen 
et al., 1979). In addi 
tion, the Community 


Based Emerg Re- 
lief Services (CBERS) 
(Keittivuti et al, to 
be published) found 
some cases Of schis 
tosomiasis amongst 


chinburi Province 
while implementing a 
com ive soi- 


thiasis control pro- 
gramme in that camp. 
This _ evidence led 


sitivity test as a scree- 
ning method to de- 
tect schistosomiasis. 
The survey revealed 
12.94% (164/1329) 
skin test positive to 


BACKGROUND 


A f was con- 
sidered. negative if 3 





Kampuchean refugees ility of an interme- 
at i Dane oie diate pet a re- -. A. yd 
ee holdi center, gion to ariab 
onvegentillt. Pra- undertake further in- ——- a the in- 


Epidemic Fears Allayed 


Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 3 Jul 81 p 2 


[Text] 


SCHISTOSOMIASIS is 
not likely to reach a 
dangerous ievei in this 
country, a UNHCR of- 
ficial said yesterday. 

The claims of the 
Commurity-Based -—Emer- 
gency Relief Ser- 
vices (CBERS) and the 
Population and Com- 
munity Development As- 
sociation (PDA) that the 
disease could cause a 
national disaster in 
Thailand is alarmist in 
nature, the official toid 
the Post yesterday. 

“The disease has not 
reached epidemic level. 
and is not likely to be 
widespread in this or any 
other country.” Mr Allan 


CSO: 5400/4620 


Coat, the UNHCR infor- 
mation officer said. 

He said the UNHCR 
learned of the presence 
of the disease at Sa Kaew 
two months ago and 
everything was done to 
treat, track and isolate 
the disease. 

“Every refugee is given 
a careful medical ex- 
amination before they 
leave for third 
countries.’" he said 
However, UNHCR Health 
Coordinator Dr A.G 
Rangaraj had previously 
told the Post that 14 Lao 
tian refugees in the US 
were found to have the 
disease. 
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‘NOT FAIR’ 





“It ts also not fair to say 
that the disease came 
from the refugees. Just 
because the initial 
research began at the 
camp you cannot assume 
that the refugees are the 
source of the disease in 
this country,” Mr Coat 
protested. 


He claimed that the 
danger is minima) at this 
point, and that there is no 
evidence at present to 
suggest otherwise. 
Unlike some other dis- 
eases, this one carries no 
risk of direct infection 
because it needs the snail 
host as a spreading agent. 


Asked to comment on 
criticism by CBERS and 
PDA that not enough 
research has been done 
to determine the scope of 
the probiem, Mr Coal said 
he was not a doctor and 
did nat heave the technical 
knowledge to answer the 
question. He added it 
should be referred to 
Dr Rangaraj. However, 
Dr Rangaraj could not be 
contacteci yesterday. 

A comprehensive 
-chistoso miasis case iden- 
tification and treatment 
programme is being set 
up in the Ban Kaen 
holding centre, Sa Kaew. 
and in the immediate sur- 
rounding areas of the 
camp, in a joint operation 
by CBERS, PDA and 
UNHCR. 














ZAIRE 


BRI" FS 


DRUGS FOR INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC--Lobeke in Kasai region is relieved. A presidential 
intervention has just reassured the people of the West-Central District where 
influenza was sowing desolation. The presidential intervention consists of the 
dispatch of drugs to combat the influenza epidemic devastating the Lobeke area. 
We must add that the drugs were presented to the ;eople during a popular gather- 
ing presided over by the regional governor, Citi~-n (Efambe Yolanga), who is 

now on an inspection tour of the Sango subregior We wish to report that this 
epidemic has already made many victims in that part of the republic. [Excerpt] 
[AB291437 Kinshasa Domestic Service in French 1200 GMT 29 Jul 81] 


CSO: 5400/5235 
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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


WAR ON TSETSE CRUCIAL TO INCREASED PRODUCTION 
Lagos BUSINESS TIMES in English 13 Jul 81 p 5 


[Text] From the Sahara to the Zambesi the tsetse fly is the scourge of the 
Savannah and an ever-present threat to cattle on which millions of Africans depend 
for a living. 


An FAO report calls for war on tsetes fly to increase the number of cattle in the 
area by 120 miliion, resulting in a 1.5m-ton annual increase in meat output. 


The Bonn government backs a number of projects in African countries designed to 
help achieve this projective. Care is taken whenever possible to ensure that 
ecological considerations are borne in mind in fighting the carrier of the dreaded 
sleeping sickness. 


Insecticides used in the Adamoua highlands of Cameroun, for instance, are carefully 
chosen to ensure that pasture cleared of tsetse flies is immediately safe for 
cattle grazing. 


Biological warfare on the tsetse fly in Upper Volta, with Franco-German support, is 
also reported to be progressing well. 


The biological approach, devised by a specialist from the Federal Republic of 
Germany, consists of mass-breeding at very little expense, sterile males that 
mate with unsuspecting females, resulting in zero offspring. 


Another project deals with the resistance to sleeping sickness developed by certain 
breeds of cattle. The aim is to develop a vaccine immunising herds against the 
disease. 


Other measures include staff training schemes, development of veterinary medicine 


and research facilities and the establishment of countrywide inspection and control 
services. 


For ecological and climatological reasons increases in agricultural output in 
regions contaminated by the tsetse nlague are virtually impossible 


This makes it all the more important to boost meat output, and German specialists 
rate the prospects distinctly promising. 


Above all, the virtual elimination of tsetse fly will, it is felt, prove a crucial 
feature of efforts to ensure that Africa continues to produce enough food to feed 
itself. 
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VETERINARIANS CRITICIZE HANDLING OF FOOD-AND-MOUTH DISEASE 


Health Standards, Safety Precautions Questioned 


Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES in English 1 Jun 81 p 8 


~ THE OUTBREAK of foot and mouth dis- 
(Text] ease (FMD) at the Shah Alam abattoir 
and the manner in which it was handled 
by the authorities last week has raised 
several questions about health standards 

and safety precautions at the abattoir. 
Vets, especially, were — by the 
delay in the detection of FMD among the 
680 or so cattle — which included 610 
Australian cattle — awaiting slaughter at 





the abattoir. 

The abattoir re- 
ported that cattle 
were o7°e8 by 
Wednesday. May 21, 
after the disease had 
been discovered in 
the animals two 
days earlier. 

id one vet. “lt is 
surprising that nobody 
there recognised the 
symptoms of FMD 
earlier. The animals 
would have displayed 
signs of lethargy and 
gol off feed before 
the fever and vesicics 
appcared (see accom- 
panying story). 

“It usually takes 
days before an animals 
dies of starvation or 
secondary infection — 
casily between a week 
and 10 days — and 
somebody should have 
been alert to the signs. 
Of course, the FMD 
could have been recog: 
nised earlier and not 
have been disclosed to 
the public,” said the vet 

ets said the most 
effective step against 
the spread of FMD to 
arcas outside the abal 
toir would have been 
the destruction of the 
cattle there 

The vets were sur- 
prised, however. to 
read newspaper re- 
ports that infected 
animais were dying in 


the abattoir compound 
right next tc cattle that 
had not yet been in- 
fected. 

One photograph 
showed the remains of 
a dead cow in the com- 
pound of the abattoir. 
indicating that the 
burial of dead cattle 
was not being carried 
out fast enough. 

According to Ma- 
juternak, burial of dead 
animals was going on 
constantly but abattoir 
sources said nobody 
worked at burying the 
dcad animals last Sun- 
dav 


Majuternak also 
claimed that no 
animals died in the 
yara of the abattoir 
Once again newspaper 
photugraphs showed 
otherwise 

Vets were also con- 
cerned that crows and 
flics were hovering 


around the carcasscs of 
yet unburied animals. 
as these could casily 
spread the highly-in 
fectious disease ty 
animais in nearby 
arcas 

Majuternak Virec 
tor General Dato Dr 
Mohamed Noordin bin 
Haji Keiing admitted in 
a statement to one 
newspaper that crows 
ind flies could well 
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nave feasted on the 
carcasses before the 
burial pits were filled. 
There was no mention 
vt anything being done 
io keep the flies and 
crows away. 

Another vet called 
this “a shocking state of 
affairs” and predicted 
that it was only a mat- 
ter of time before cattle 
in the Shah Alam and 
other nearby areas suf- 
fer an outbreak of 
FMD 

According to abat- 
toir sources, a total of 
155 cattle not affected 
by FMD were 
slaughtered the follow- 
ing Friday and Satur- 
day and kept in deep 
freeze. Does this, asked 
the vets, indicate that 
Majuterneak was at- 
tempting to salvage 
beef from the stock that 
should have been de- 
stroyed.” 

If at all Majuternak 
intended to sell this 
veef, the vets added, 
they must be absolutely 
sure that the beef is not 
contaminated with the 
FMD virus that could 
have been incubating in 
the cattle. 


The vets are against 
any sale of meat from 
FMD affected animals. 
“When an animal has a 
fever, its meat becomes 
unwholesome,” said a 
vet 


“The ‘fevered flesh’ 
from these animals 
usually cannot be fully 
drained of blood after 
slaughter, causing it to 
be discoloured and 
highly susceptible to 
bactcria that multiply 
in blood 


MALAYSIA 


“Although it has 
been said that such 
meat is edible if it is 
properly boiled, con- 
sumption of such meat 
should not be en- 
couraged,” he added. 


Vets were also 
alarmed by the fact 
that pigs were being 
Slaughtered at the 
abattoir in an area just 


next to the cattle abat- 
toir, separated only by 
a wire fence. 

“Although the abat- 
toir authorities have 
said that the pigs are 
slaughtered the day af- 
ter they are brought in, 
who is to say that every 
pig is kilicd as planned. 

“If a pig stays just 
one day extra, there is 
every chance it might 
pick up FMD just 
before being 
slaughtered,” a con- 
cerned vet told ihe New 
Straits Times. 

A Veterinary De- 
partment source said 
the FMD outbreak at 
the abattoir was “noth- 
ing serious.” His 
statement clearly con- 
tradicted the remarks 
of Agriculture Minister 
Datuk Abdul Manan 
Othman last week that 
the problem was “bad”. 

The source said that 
measures had been 
taken to prevent the 
spread of FMD Our re- 
porters were unable to 
vocate any turmer or 
breeder in the area 
around ihe abattoi: 
whose cutile naa been 
vaccinated recently 











Thailand Seen As Source 


Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES in English 1 Jun 81 p 8 


CSO: 


THE foot and mouth 
disease occurred in 
epidemic paper: 
tions in various 
poses of the country 

fore 1939. The larg- 
est single outbreak 
occurred in Perak in 
1935 when over 1,000 
animals were af- 
fected. 

The discase was 
eradicated in 1939 and 
the country was free of 
FMD until 1973 when an 


vulbreak cccurred in 
Periis 


In 1978, the disease 
appeared in epidemic 
proportions and since 
then FMD has been en- 
demic in the country, 
according to veter- 
inarians. 


In a paper to the 
Malaysian Veterinary 
Association conference 
in late 1979, consultant 
veterinarian Dr Chong 
Sue Kheng said that 
privr to 1973, “FMD 
was regarded as an ex- 
Otic disease and re- 
ceived little attention, 


notwithstanding 
Malaysia's common 
border with Thailand, 
where the discase was 
endemic.” 


The 1973 outbreak in 
Perlis exposed 
Malaysia's vulner 
ability to FMD The au- 
thoritics cradicated the 
disease in three weeks 
but this was because 
the outbreak was of a 
mild and limited na- 
ture, Dr Chong said A 
total of 397 animals 
were destroved during 


the outbreak. 

He said the long peri. 
od of freedom from 
FMD between 1939 and 
1¥7o was due to one fac- 
tor that there was no 
FMD in southern Thai- 
land in spite of the faci 
that it was endemic in 
northern Thailand. 


3400/342° 


Dr Chong said the 
FMD from northern 
Thailand could have 
spread in recent years 
tu southern Thailand. 
“There was little doubt 
that the outbreak in 
Perlis in 1973 and in 


Kelantan in 1978 was 
causea by infection 
from Thailand” as the 
types of virus involved 
were found in Thailand. 
The increased cattle 
trade between Thailand 
and Malaysia, smugg!- 
ing of beef and the com- 
mon border that allows 
the frequent movement 
of cattle across the 
border has contributed 
to the spread of FMD. 
“Many Thais and 
Malaysians have rela- 
tives across the border. 
They visit one another 
and move their animals 
to and fro across the 
border. Also, not aii im- 
orted cattle from 
hailand have been 
eT at Padang 
sar or Butterworth. 
Thev have been —— 
gied in considerable 
numbers at several 
points at the border and 
it is almost impossibie 
to prevent this,”’ Dr 
Chong said. 


Cripple 


He said southern 
Thailand was not free 
of FMD after 1973 and 
the authorities in 
Malaysia failed to re- 
alise that the disease 
was endemic there. No 
action was taken to for- 
mulate a national poli- 
cy to meet the threat of 
future outbreaks. 

“Vaccination should 
have been implemented 
along the border after 
the 1973 outbreak in 
spite of its FMD free- 
dom. The control of 
FMD would have been 
simplified had the 
animals been protected 
before they were ex- 
posed to infection.” 
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The 1978-1979 out- 
break almost crippled 


the meat and livestock 
trade. All inter-State 
movement of animals 
was banned. A massive 
vaccination campaign 
was launched in which 
more than 130.000 
animais were Vat- 
cinated. 

The Veterinary Ser- 
vices Department 
launched a “search and 
destroy” campaign to 
wipe vut infected 
animals. Ruad blocks 
were set up to prevent 
anima! cwners trom 
moving infected 
animals. A total of 
18,117 animals were de- 
stroved and the Gov- 
ernment paid $4,578.546 
in compensation to 
farmers. 


Solution 


In August lasi year, 
there was another out- 
break in Perlis, Kedah, 
Butterworth and Per. 
ak. According to Agri- 
culture Ministry 
sources, the outbreak 
was due to the lack of 
co-operation irom 
farmers who did not get 
their animals vac 
cinated. 

“These farmers 
brought their animuis 
for attention only after 
they contracted r MD. 
when we had advised 
them to get their cattle 
vaccinated twice in the 
first four months 

Veterinarian Dr A 
Mahendra said the de- 
struction policy would 
only encourage owners 
to move sick cattle tc 
new areas and thus 
spread the FMD infec 
tion. It would also be 
wasteful tc destroys 
animals unl) suspected 
of coming in contcct 
with infected c. ttle. as 
had been done. 











MALAWI 


BRIEFS 


SUCCESSFUL RABIES CAMPAIGN--Nkhata Bay, Sunday--The rabies control campaign 
mounted by the Department of Animal Health and Industry here last month has 
ended. About 120 stray dogs were destroyed and 1,442 were vaccinated against 
the disease according to the Veterinary Office here. The campaign which was 
carried out to control the spread of rabies in the district covered the areas of 
Kalambwe, Limphasa, Vizara, Malanga, Chintheche, Chombe, Sanga, Chituka, Kande, 
7 he and Tukombo.--MANA (text! [Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 13 Jul 81 
p 10 


CSO: 5400/5242 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEFS 


FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE UNDER CONTROL--The foot-and-mouth disease outbreak registered 
at the beginning of this month in the district of Magude is under control, according 
co the statement by an official of the cattle-breeding sector of the provincial 
agricultural directorate. The Magude outbreak reached Moamba in the neighboring 
district through the locality of Macaene, penetrating 15 kms within Moamba. This 
official added that the disease has not spread and that the original affected area 
remains the same; the spread to Moamba could have been avoided if preventive 
measures could have been adopted. These could not be carried out because of a 

lack of transportation and other means. Vaccination of cattle and establishment 

of cordons sanitaires in the two districts is continuing, with more than 40,000 
heads of cattle having already been vaccinated, 80 percent of which belong to 

the family sector. Despite the fact that there have been no deaths, the outbreak 

of the disease could affect the number of animals destined for slaughter in the 
main urban centers. [Excerpt] [Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 23 Jul 81 p 3) 


CSO: 5400/5238 
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NIGERIA 


BRIEFS 


RABIES IN ENUGU--Veterinary department of the Anambra State Ministry of Health 
has launched a battle against the reported spread of deadly rabbies disease in 
Enugu. The department has therefore advised dog owners in the state capital and 
its environs to present their dogs for inmoculation at the various offices of the 
Ministry. A Principal Veterinary Officer for Enugu Zone, Dr Uchenna Eze who 
spoke to the DAILY STAR revealed thet diagnosis conducted on some dogs in Uwani 
confirmed the presence of the deadly disease in them. Dr Eze urged for constant 
imnoculation of dogs by dog-owners at least once a year in order to avoid the 
rabbies disease. [Text] [Enugu DAILY STAR in English 21 Jul 81 p 16] 


CSO: 5400/5245 
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ANIMAL-FISH FARMING POSES HEALTH HAZARDS 


PHILIPPINES 


Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 17 Jul 81 p 5 


[Article by Rodolfo A. Fernandez] 


[Text] 


Coxtece. Laguna — Animal-fish 
farming can help narrow the food 
wpply<emand gap in much of the 
courtry, says a noted scientist, but 
this technology also poses k& ‘4 
hazards that must not be ignored. 


“There are diseases communicable 
or potentially communicable to man 
via fish or water, using animal wastes 
in mtegrated animal-fish farming,” 
warns Carmen C. Velasquez of the 
National Academy of Science and 
Technology. 

For quite some time, traditional 
farming has recycled animal wastes 
without noticeable harm to the 
environment, notes Ms. Velasquez. 
Progressive crop growers have used 
animal manure to maintain soil 
fertility. 

In thinly populated areas, low 
concentrations of ammmal wastes 
apparently cause no health hazards, 
and are taken up m natural nutrient 
cycles. 

“Today, however, we run high 
risks of contamination of the 
environment from human activities 
coupled with high population 
density,” fomts out Ms. Velasquez 


In a paper on “Health Constraints 
to Integrated Animal-F ish Farming in 
the Philippines.” she notes that in 
many tropical and subtropical 
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countries, parasitic infections of 
animals and men exact a serious toll 
on life and health 

Aquatic pollution {organic or 
imorganic) iw also a matter of 
concern, not only to parasitologists 
and health authorities but also to 
government and private «iizens. Fish 
kills resuk in socio-economic 
problems, and contamination of food 
fish commonly causes gastro-enteritis 
and other human ailments. 

The NAST scientist explains that 
environmental factors external to the 
host play a major role in the survival 
of parasites. Sunlight, temperature, 
pH and salinity are among the 
mmportant physico<hemical tactors. 

“Little information is available in 
the Philippines on the use of animal 
wastes in relation to the diseases of 
aquatic animals, but we know that 
aquatic pollutants produce 
physico-chemical changes, which 
may cause stress and result in 
diseases,” stresses Ms. Velasquez. 


For example. wastes hgh in 
nutrients can produce oxygen 
depletwn and consequent stress. 
Domestic wastes can aiso introduce 
pathogens of aquatic organisms and 
man. 

Ms. Velasquez says animal-fish 
farming can bring about bacterial, 











cso: 


betulinum type E. Gunnison et al, C. 
tetani Flugge-Holland and 


‘Transmission of bacterial 
pathogens depends on environmental 
conditions coupled with release from 
the hos at varying interval: and may 
de enhanced if they breed freeh in 
water,” Ms. Velasquez explains. 

She cites erysipelas as an example 
of a communicable disease of swine 
and poultry. it is caused by 
corynebacterm, Erysiphelothrix 


suis and B. rhusiopathise. 

Infected fish are not themselves 
affected and show no symptom:, 
according to Ms. Velasquez. Man 
contracts the infection through skin 
abrasions resulting from handling 
materials of animal, fish or shellfish 
org. it is often called 
“fish-handlers disease” in the United 
States and produces a condition 
called “Fish Rose.” 

Severe mflammation may result 
when wounds are infected through 
the mucus of dead fish. A burning 
and itching skin sensation may last 
up to three weeks. 

Leptospirosis (Weil's disease, 
Canicola fever, haemorrhagic 
jaundice, swime’s head disease) is 
another disease that poses a hazard 
to agricultural, fish and abattow 
workers, sewer workers and other 
regularly exposed [to water 
contammated by the unne of wild or 
domestic anunais. 

Bathers and campers can get this 
disease im infected areas. Floods 
enhance its dstribution. 


5400/4951 





quadrasi. The disease is limited to 
“Contamination of water with 











CATTLE DEATH REDUCTION PROGRAMS 


Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 18 Jul 81 p 3 


[Text] 
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TICK-BORNE diseases 
claimed «the lives of 20,480 
cattle in 15 | last year, 
emote ty to = 
livest developmer'. >= 
Herman Kirngini 


He was anewering «6 

estion from E. Ng hwani 

ariedi) who wanted to 
know what could be done to 
reduce cattle deaths 


Ndéugu Kirigini said cast 
coast fever alone killed 23.949 
cattle, while other deaths 


were caused by wetse fly 


(2,449), anthrax (3,632) and 
beckquarter (2.270) 
The Minister said the 


deaths could be drastically 
reduced by imtroduction of 
more dip services 

Ndugu Kirigni aio cited a 
shortage of competent! per. 
sonnel, confinement of cattle 
in teetee Ny infested areas a« 
well as insufficient drive by 
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animal husbandry as some of 
the drawbacks to the livestock 
industry. 

Answering @ question from 
Ndugu E. Byeiime 
(K e), Ndug Kirigini 
ssid Government was 
studying « amme drawn 
by the N Food and 
Organisation 
on combating the 
tsetse fly menace in the 
district. 

The programme would be 
executed by the Kagera Basin 
Development Organisation. he 
added 

The Minister further said 
some 1,700 square kilometres 
in Mwisa, Kagera Region, had 
been cleared of we -tse My with 
assistance from the Unined 


States Agen for iIn- 
termationa lopmen: 
(USAID) 


TANZANTA 








FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE CONCERNS PORK EXPORTERS 


Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 7 Jul 81 p 21 


{Text} 


cso: 


A PLAN by the Thatl-Si t 
export live pigs to Shananeee | = teu aie 


THAILAND 


company, Sing Thai Farm 
affected as foot and pnb ig tend 


spreading in the south of the country, Under-secretary of Agricul- 
ture and Cooperatives, Dr Thalerng Thamrongnavasawad re he ng 


5400/4620 


The Singapore Govern. 
ment hed agreed to 
temport live pigs from the 
Sing Thai Farm Lid in 
October this year 

The first shipment was 
to have been about 400 
live pias. with subse 
quent shipments twice « 
month 

According to Dr The 
lerng. representatives of 
the Singapore and Thai 
governments met in 
Songkhia recently to dis 
cuss this matter 


The Singapore repre 


‘serttalfbe’ etpredset 

cern over the outbreak 
of the disease in South 
Thailand, pointing out 
that It will block the tred 


ing of live pigs between 
the two cour tries 

He asked the Thal Go 
vernment °o take action 
to eradicate the disease 
as spon as poosible if the 
export order placed for 
October t@ to be he 
noured 

He noted that then the 
Thal and Singepore go 
vernments egreed on 


snuggling of infected 











THAILAND 


BRIEFS 


CHOLERA FOUND IN SHRIMP--Cholera traces were found in a Tokyo port in a shipment 

of frozen shrimps from Thailand last week, the second such discovery in Japan for 
Thai imports there this year, according to a report from Tokyo quoted by the Daily 
Trade News published by the Commerce Ministry. The report said the cholera 
strains were found by officials from the Japanese Public Health and Welfare 
Ministry in one of the three containers in a Panama-registered vessel docked in 
the Japanese port on June 22. The whole of the mine-ton shipment of warine 
products from Thailand was ordered sent back to Thailand by the Japanese officials, 
the report said. The report added that cholera was first found in a shipment of 
Thai frozen shrimps in January this year at Kobe port. The report did nct identify 
the export firm related to the shipment. (Text) (Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in 
English 3 Jul 81 p 10] 
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GHANA 


BRIEFS 


»TRANGE CASSAVA DISEASE--A strange cassava disease has broken out in the Agave area 
of the Volta Region causing serious food shortage in the area. This was reported 
to the Deputy Minister of Labour and Social Welfare, Mr P. Y. Dzobo, by Togbe 
Hlitabo LII, Awomefia of Agave Traditional Area during a meeting with the chiefs 
and people of the area of Dabala. Togbe Hlitabo therefore, appealed to the Minis- 
ter of Agriculture to send a team of experts down to his area to identify the 
disease and make recommendations for its eradication. He also appealed to the 
Government to rush a special emergency consignment of food items to the people to 
save them from starvation. [Excerpt] [Accra GHANAIAN TIMES in English 13 Jul 81 


p 5] 
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NIGERIA 


INSTRUCTION TO FARMERS ISSUED ON AVOIDING DISEASE 
Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 21 Jul 81 pp 20-21 


[Article by Tom Udechi] 


[Text] THE seclining cassava production in Nigeria has 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


BRIEFS 


LOCUST THREAT--South Africa was on the brink of a serious locust outbreak, 
according to AGRICULTURAL NEWS published in Pretoria. The newsletter of the 
Department of Agriculture and Fisheries, quoted Mr Isak Venter of the Plant 
Protection Research Institute, as saying enormous damage to grain and grazing 
could be expected should the locusts leave the Karoo breeding areas. There had 
been a dramatic increase in locust populations in the central and eastern Karoo. 
He said State locust teams were well-prepared to "go into battle," but he 
appealed to farmers to immediately report outbreaks of Hopper locusts on their 
farms. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 21 Jul 81 p 10] 
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TANZANIA 


BRIEFS 


IDENTIFICATION OF MAIZE PEST--Insects destroying maize in Tabora Region have been 
identified as prostephars trincutus and should be combated by a chemical called 
actellic two percent dust. This was said by the Minister for Agriculture, Ndugu 
Joseph Mungai, in the national assembly yesterday in reply to a question from 

M. Tambwe (National). He said the insects--nicknamed “scania” because their faces 
resembled the front part of scania trucks--emerged during the 1980 and 1981 
cultivating seasons. The Minister said the Commonwealth Agricultural Bureaux-- 
which identified the insects--was still researching on an effective drug, but 
proposed that actellic two percent dust be used in the meantime, Ndugu Mungai 
added that 50,000/- had been set aside for the purchase of the chemical. [Text] 
[Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 23 Jul 81 p 3] 
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VIETNAM 


RICE CROP DAMAGE IN SOUTH ‘EXPECTED TO DROP’ 
BK281233 Hanoi International Service in English 1000 GMT 28 Jul 81 


[Text] In southern Vietnam's provinces, some 20 to 25 percent of the rice acreage 
were damaged by crop pests over the past years. Crop protection, therefore, is 
the primary concern in agricultural production. 


According to the Ministry of Agriculture, almost 1 million tons of rice were 
damaged by brown plant hopper spells from 1977 to 1979, the most serious one in 
the past 5 years being in the Mekong River delta provinces. The crop pests 
destroyed from 10,000 to 100,000 hectares of ricefield for each <¢rop. 


Apart from using chemical products, the crop protection work includes other 
ecological measures called the synthetic process against crop pests. The brown 
plant hopper eradicating process, for example, widely applied in the past year, 
consists of a number of measures such as replacing pest-damaged rice strains with 
the pest-resistant rice hybrids, cultivating or harvesting simultaneously in 
various areas to prevent the outbreak from one field to another and one crop to 
the next one, and destroying new hotbeds of brown plant hopper with insecticides. 
As a result, the rate of rice area damaged by brown plant hopper dropped from 28.5 
percent in 1978 to from 3 to 5 percent in 1980. 


Other manual measures have been applied to destroy other crop pests at their 
embryonic stage. In addition to technical efficiency, this synthetic process has 
brought great economic results, saving for the state thousands of tons of 
insecticides and fuel every year. 


After the crop pest spells, peasants and agricultural cadres have drawn 
experience. In the past 2 years, two regulations on crop protection in 
agricultural production and on control of crop pests have been promulgated by the 
state. By late 1980, the provinces from Quang Nam-Danang southward had built 22 
crops protection stations at the provincial level, 46 others at the district 
level, and tens of thousands of teams at production collectives and state farms, 
and trained hundreds of thousands of cadres for crop protection work. 


The crop pest control service is informed every 5 days, every month, every crop 
and plant growth period. Due to effective measures, the rate of rice acreage 
damaged by crop pests is expected to drop from 10 to 15 percent by the end of this 
year. 
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